Ichinomiya International Association News ‘KAKEHASHI'’

*The schedule may change, so please check before joining the
events.

Christmas gatherings or Christmas parties will be held
at “Nihongo Hiroba”, “Nihongo Hiroba Bisai”, and
“Nihongo Hiroba Junior” in December. Let’s enjoy
them! For further information, please ask the
volunteers of each respective Hiroba.

You can see Christmas illumination displays
in Ichinomiya!
Winter Tanabata Ichinomiya lllumination
Date: October 31 (Sat)-February 29 (Thu)
5:00 PM-12:00 AM.
Place: In the vicinity of Ichinomiya Station
Merry Christmas with Twin Arches
Date: November 14 (Sat)-December 27 (Sun)
5:00 PM-9:00 PM.
*Saturdays, Sundays and Public Holidays
are from 5:00 PM- 10:00PM
Place: 138 Tower Park

[Llumination “AL™
International Exchange
Soft Volleyball Tournament
Open to people of all backgrounds, ages, and
nationalities, soft volleyball is an easy game that
anyone can play, regardless experience. Come
along and play!
Date: January 24 (Sun)
Place: Ichinomiya General Gymnasium
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sSpend the year-end and New Year holidays
in Ichinomiva? FERENE—B TR !

You'll encounter various traditional events and customs during the year-end and New
Year holidays in Japan.

To learn and enjoy Japanese culture more, we invite you to spend the year-end and New
Year holidays in Ichinomiya.

HARNSEREVARS G, ZBHEHARNNL, XTMFRFVIRE—SHIRBEIE!

Religious rituals in Japan have come to be more like traditional customs, rather than strict ceremonies. Both
Shintoism and Buddhism are belief systems that accept all other religious and cultural views. If you consider yourself
part of a different religion, or have no religion at all, please feel free to still take part in Japanese seasonal rituals
such as Hatsumoude (the first Shrine visit of the year). Just consider it as a cultural custom, without worrying about
religious implications.

FENAEBREN T REANE XEGRIEAERN IRENIIRERKIL S, SEMEHENRBUERHEE. BIETR
EHE, BHENEREE AT —THA BATLE (EBAHEE—RESFERLEER) FHNETHNN.

1. The bells on New Year's Eve [RTERVEE

Late on New Year's Eve, 31st of December, bells are rung at every Buddhist
temple until the early hours of New Year's Day. Listening to the sound of bells, we
stay up past midnight to await the moment of New Year's arrival.

Based on Buddhist teaching, the bells are rung 108 times, the number of our
earthly desires, bonnou. The bells are said to drive away the suffering and worries
caused by each and every bonnou, so we can start New Year feeling refreshed.
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2. The first visit of the year to a shrine or temple (Hatsu-moude)
(#IzE]1=2HE 2

Hatsu-moude is the first visit to a shrine or temple at the beginning of the New Year.
The visitors pray for a successful year to come. They originally visited shrines or
temples at Gantan (early in the morning of the New Year). Nowadays some people
go during sanganichi (one of the first three days of January) or matsunouchi (the

first week while kado-matsu are being decorated).
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T85%. Kado-matsu (Gate pine)
Kado-matsu is the traditional decoration to welcome
the god of the new year (Toshigami) to each home.
KR KRR, SREEIRLUEBIEIRER
Ema £5 A Written oracle (Omikuji) #8%
Ema is said to grant your wish if ' You can draw out an “omikuji”,
you write down your wish and oo - which is a piece of paper which
present it to the shrine or the e predicts  your fortunes and
temple. " misfortunes during the year.
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3. General etiquette for visiting a shrine £ 75%
RLER: HILEE, MRSNTE, WMRRG. TESSTNL, EAMERRA KL SBRTENRR.

A. Enter, passing through the “TORII” gate EJE1;

Take a slight bow before entering. Walk on either side of the path since the center of the path is
considered the passage of the Gods.

REFHALRT, BAZENEEIHAOLHE—SHEHENMERN . SEFRAHENDE, FUREEARENZ
IRATHE .

B. Ritual rinsing at “Chouzuya” water basin FK& (,%7}(%) }%}E)%%

At the water basin located near the entrance, wash your hands
and rinse out your mouth using the dipper. Do not touch the
dipper to your mouth, pour water into your cupped hand and drink
from there. This is a simplified form of the ritual cleansing of the
body with water to remove both physical and spiritual
defilements.
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C. Worshipping £
Stand before the altar but not right in the center, and take a slight bow. Toss a donation in the offering box.
Ring the bell by pulling the rope. Bow twice and clap your hands twice. Finally, bow once again with your
wish or prayer in mind.
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D. Exit Shrine FEH#HHHEFEIIH

Exit through the “Torii” gate and turn around to face the shrine. Take a bow before you leave.
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If you do first shrine or temple visit of the New Year in Ichinomiya:
Jerr §
EHX—ENIEERE
Masumida Shrine is the place to go!

Masumida Shrine is located in front of Honmachi shopping
arcade, central Ichinomiya. It's certain that Ichinomiya City
developed due to Masumida Shrine being at its center.
Originally, this area used the pure and clear water of Kiso
River for rice paddies, so it was named Masumida, using the
characters Pure, Clear, and Field.
During the Heian period, Masumida Shrine was adored
among people as “Ichinomiya of Owari country” (the highest
ranked shrine in the area). From Masumida, also stems the
name of Ichinomiya City. For your first shrine or temple visit
of the New Year, you can experience going through the fire
ring.
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The new Coordinator for international Relations (CID)

Welcome Mr. Dalla Pria Massimo
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| started work in Ichinomiya this August as the new
CIR.

When | was young | wasn’t really aware of the
existence of Japan, even if | was somehow influenced
by all the Japanese electric appliances we used, or by
the several Japanese anime broadcasted in ltaly |
watched daily.

Then, when | visited Japan for the first time in 2003,
| was impressed by the cultural differences between
Japan and ltaly. Since then | got really interested in
deepening my knowledge of Japanese culture
and, fascinated by the beauty of Japanese Kanji and

challenged by the fact | couldn’t read them, | begin to
study the language by myself.

To boost my Japanese in 2005 | attended a
language school in Chiba prefecture for 18 months.
During my stay and the following trips to Japan | had
the chance to see many beautiful places and fell in
love with its rich nature spots.

Then back in ltaly, | graduated in Japanese and
Chinese languages at Venice University in 2012.
During the third year at University, | did a 3 months
internship at the ltalian Chamber of Commerce in
Tokyo, working for an Italian journalist.

The more | spent time in Japan, the more | felt it
was like a second home to me. And the more | have
been seeing the cultural differences, the more | have
been aware of the particularity of Italian habits.

And finally, | came to Ichinomiya, a very quiet city,
which is in a very convenient location.

From now as a CIR | would like to contribute to the
mutual understanding of two very different countries.

| am going to primary schools to introduce
interesting and funny Italian habits.

| am planning to talk about tourist spots and food
culture at a seminar.

| would also like to deepen the relationship with the
sister city Treviso.

| am very open minded and cheerful, so if you
happen to see me feel free to come and have a chat!

Thank you, Valentina Braida

| was active in Ichinomiya City for three years as a
Coordinator of International Relations. | am pleased
and thankful that | had the chance to interact with
citizens through local festivals and seminars
introducing Italy, during my term. | delighted in seeing
teachers and students of elementary and junior high
schools as they came to be interested in the world. |
hope they pay more attention to foreign countries. In
addition, staff and volunteers of lia (Ichinomiya
International Association), who are on close terms
with me, assisted my activities. | am thankful to
everybody for their kindness.

The strongest memory in my 3-year term is of
attending the signing ceremony for the friendship city
agreement between Ichinomiya City and Treviso City.
It was a valuable experience that not many people
could say they have had. | have also had the honor of
introducing Italian culture and customs in the lItalian
Fair and Treviso Fair. Thanks to the friendship city
agreement, | was able to get engaged in exchanges
between young people from Ichinomiya City and
Treviso City; in judo activities and junior high school
students’” exchanges. These experiences were
meaningful and impressive for me. Furthermore,
interactions with children in the international exchange
classes in elementary and junior high schools were
memorable, and | really wanted to continue them.

Ichinomiya is a quiet town and a comfortable place
to live. Some people say that Ichinomiya is a town

without any characteristic, being neither countryside
nor city, but this is not the case at all. Don’t forget
about the Star Festival, it is always crowded with
people! Ichinomiya, where | have many friends and
acquaintances, is my most favorite town in Japan. |
want to stay in Ichinomiya and | want to contribute to
the development of the international exchange as a
volunteer of lia.

Tenure: Oct. 2012 - Aug. 2015 From Milan,
Italy. Engaged in the friendship city agreement
between Ichinomiya City and Treviso City and
attended the signing ceremony.
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Let me introduce a Filipino girl who goes to
Nihonngo Hiroba Jr. very eagerly.

Kai Lavigne is a 6th grader now. She enrolled
in elementary school a year early and completed
curriculums from first to third grade in the
Philippines. She came to Japan in 2012 and
studied school subjects for third graders again.
At first she could neither speak nor write
Japanese, so while in the Philippines her friends
would say “You are too talkative, Lavigne!”, she
couldn’t help but spend time quietly in her
Japanese school.

She started to interact with her neighboring
friends and go to Nihonngo Hiroba Jr. with her
sister Ayumi. She got to understand Japanese
gradually and use the language at the same
level as English. Currently, she goes to the
library every day to read Japanese books. Her
favorites are fantasy novels, such as “Magic
Tree House”.

She is on a mini-basketball (simple basketball
for elementary school children) club and
practices very hard. The other day she received
her club uniform. She draws well, and loves to
draw sketches at school and then add colors to
them at home. She also enjoys editing photos
with a paint software program.

Her cousin Nicole, who is the same age as
Lavigne, came to Japan and started living with
Lavigne’s family this March. Lavigne is acting as
intermediary not by interpreting for Nicole but by
teaching Nicole to speak Japanese to her
friends.
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In this corner, we introduce foreign residents living in Ichinomiya city. We accept recommendations and
direct applications, so if you are a foreign resident, or know a foreign resident who could be featured,

please contact us at the iia.
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Information about free Japanese classes for foreigners
N FEELL NN G 7 ] H R EZ E W85 [ 8752 E 2/gF P2 220 dE

Ichinomiya International Association (iia) is offering Japanese lessons free of charge to
foreigners living in Japan.
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Nihongo Hiroba / HiZ/ %—5 / 220/ ZZt

Date and time: Every Sunday, 10:00am — 12:15pm \#” I | L

(Except the third Sunday of each month and public holidays)
Venue: Mukaiyama Kouminkan 3rd Floor (Ichinomiya-shi, Koganemachi, 1-12-1)
Participants:
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Non-Japanese residents who want to learn Japanese language and culture. \ u*
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Nihongo Hiroba Bisai/ HiZ/ FER / 220/ BX} HIALO/
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Date and time: Every Sunday, 2:00pm — 3:30pm
(Except the first Sunday of each month and public holidays)
Venue: Sanjo Tsudoi-no-Sato ( In Bisai Park ) (Ichinomiya-shi, Sanjo, Ga, 11-1) i
Participants: s
Non-Japanese residents who want to learn Japanese language and culture. Bitn,
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Venue: Kikyo Kaikan 3rd Floor, Daiichi Koushuushitsu (Ichinomiya-shi, Otowa, 1-5-17)
Participants:
Foreign students who need support in learning the Japanese Language

(As a principle, elementary and junior high school students are eligible)
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Date and time: Every Saturday, 10:00am — 11:30am (Except public holidays) * ‘
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Date and time: Every Monday & Thursday, 5:00pm — 7:00pm
(Elementary school students until 6:30pm)
Venue: Kisogawa Kouminkan (2nd Floor Kenshuushitsu)
(Ichinomiya-shi, Kisogawa-cho, Uchiwariden, Ichinotoori 27)
Participants: ) Saton
Foreign students who need Japanese support in school study i
(From third grade of elementary school up to senior high school students)
Consultation is necessary before first and second graders of elementary Kosmiokin {1,
school can participate
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Welcome Fircbha
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As of October this year, we will be holding
a Welcome Hiroba every first Sunday of
each month, in the Ichinomiya Station
Building.

The Welcome Hiroba is a place where
Japanese and non-Japanese people in
Ichinomiya can gather, talk, and make
friends. There are staff who speak English
and ltalian, and guidance counselors from
China and the Philippines, so if you are a
foreign resident having trouble with life in
Ichinomiya, please come and talk to us at
any time.

There is no need for a reservation, and it
costs nothing to come in any time during the
opening hours of the Welcome Hiroba and
join in, so please feel free to drop in and

have a chat whenever you are free.

Time:
Every first Sunday of each month
1p.m. ~ 4pm.

Place: ‘
Ichinomiya Station Building (i—t“fll)
3rd Floor, Ichinomiya Civic Activities

&S5 U X

Support Center (Fﬁﬁlﬁbiiﬁtjg -)

* The Welcome Salon, which was held at
TAEED
com-cafe Sanpachiya ( =/\ZE ) in

Honmachi 4-1-9 has been discontinued.
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—=hEEEREBS Ichinomiya International Association

{¥FR :

TEL : 0586-85-7076 AX : 0586-73-9213

WEB : http://www.iia-138.jp/
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Translated / Edited by :

491-8501 —=miAH] 2-5-6 ADDRESS : Honmachi 2-5-6, Ichinomiya City, Aichi

MAIL : iia-138@iia-138.jp

FB : https://www.facebook.com/iial38
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iia Translation-Interpretation Volunteer Group




