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A special edition of Rurubu featuring Ichinomiya is issued!

Rurubu is one of the most popular guide book series in Japan.
Ichinomiya City is celebrating the 100th anniversary of its government
this year, and the Ichinomiya Chamber of Commerce & Industry is also
celebrating the 100th year since its establishment. As a commemorative
project, Ichinomiya City Tourist Association and the Chamber of
Commerce & Industry co-issued a special edition of Rurubu featuring
Ichinomiya City.

It is titled “Fun and Yummy 138 (Ichinomiya)! A Perfect Guide Book for
outing in Ichinomiya”

This book includes valuable information for residents in Ichinomiya and
neighboring cities. Some of the contents provide information on historical
sites including ancient Masumida Shrine, leisure spots along the Kiso
River, and local specialties such as the quality fabric “BISHU” or the
renowned “morning service” in cafés.

Many pages have QR codes that provide readers an easy access to
the detailed information online, as well as coupons that can be used in
the listed facilities.

Copies of this guide book can be found in municipal facilities in

Ichinomiya from June 1st, and they are free of charge. The number of
copies are limited but you can also download the book from the tourist
association website.
https://www.138ss.com/news/detail/40/
Please take into account the latest COVID infection
status and be sure to follow the local regulation when
you visit those listed spots. Enjoy this guide book in
! your stay-at-home time and learn about Ichinomiya’s
attractions!
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% W Information on Covid-19 1's

Vaccination information for Covid-19 in Ichinomiya City|

The preparations for the vaccination of the citizens are currently underway in various venues of the city following
the government’s guidelines about priority groups.

This webpage shows information related to the vaccination such as vaccination methods, the delivery of coupons,
etc.

It will be updated daily. Check the municipality’s website for further information.
https://www.city.ichinomiya.aichi.jp/covid19/vaccine/index.html

INHK WORLD-JAPAN|
Detailed information about the Covid-19 vaccination is posted here.
Some examples of information you can find here are:
When and where can we get vaccinated?
About the vaccination priority order.
How to make a reservation and schedule a vaccination.
New inquiries and answers will continue to be added even after this.

https://www.nhk.or.jp/nhkworld-blog/200/449742.html|
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i f About the revision of evacuation information (Alert Level)

The Cabinet Office has released the “Guideline for Evacuation Information” as a revised guideline. According to this, “Evacuation
Recommendation” is no longer used and was integrated into “Evacuation Instruction” which continues to be used in Alert Level 4.

Details are as follows.

Alert Level Actions to be taken Information to act on
5 Take safety measures immediately in a life- Emergency Safety Measures (Note 1)
threatening situation
4 All residents evacuate from dangerous areas Evacuation Instruction (Note 2)
3 Elderly people, etc. evacuate from dangerous Evacuation of the elderly, etc.
areas. (Note 3)
Confirm actions for evacuation Heavy rain, flood, storm surge advisories
2 (Meteorological Agency)
1 Prepare to face disaster Probability of warnings (Meteorological Agency)
Note
1. Alert Level 5 is rarely issued.
2. The time to issue Alert Level 4 “Evacuation Instruction” is the same as the previous “Evacuation Recommendation”.

3. When Alert Level 3 is issued, all other people as well as the elderly stop daily activities as required, prepare for
evacuation, or voluntarily evacuate when they feel their lives are in danger.
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wm | Anshin - Bousai Net S

Ichinomiya City offers “Anshin-Bousai Net” (Safety and Disaster-prevention Net) which is an e-mail distribution
service by smartphone or mobile phone for residents to quickly receive emergency information during a
disaster. This emergency e-mail is available in English, Chinese, Portuguese and Korean as well as Japanese.
(The Meteorological Agency only releases information about the weather and earthquakes.) Registration is
required to receive emergency e-mails in the languages above.
Address for registration:
i.anshin@138bousai.jp (Japanese), e.anshin@138bousai.jp (English)
c.anshin@138bousai.jp (Chinese), p.anshin@138bousai.jp (Portuguese)
k.anshin@138bousai.jp (Korean)
You can register using a URL in the e-mail reply after you send a blank e-mail to the address above or to the
address of “Emergency e-mail” on the top page of “Anshin-Bousai Net” site.
¥ Those who block unwanted e-mails will need to change their settings to receive e-mails from the domain
“138bousai.jp” and e-mails that have URL links. EFHE
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International Exchange During the Pandemic ~deepening friendships through Zoom~

Due to the coronavirus, all in-person international exchanges in Ichinomiya City have
been cancelled. In response, our group decided to create an online program to facilitate
the same exchange despite the situation.

We held three types of online meetings: homestays, group meetings, and Japanese
study sessions.

A “homestay” meeting was held for a host family of six in Ichinomiya City and an Australian guest family of five.
Before meeting, they each shared short introductions and exchanged family pictures. During the meeting, the
Japanese family showed their Australian friends how to make takoyaki. After seeing how takoyaki was made, one of
the boys was surprised and said he had never eaten Takoyaki. But then his father quickly reminded him that he had
in fact tried it once before on a trip to Japan. The guests were quite familiar with each other and referred to each other
using their first names. We hope that our Australian friends are able to visit Ichinomiya in person soon!

We also held meetings with international students from Japanese language schools who had previously participated
in our homestay programs, international cooking parties, and bowling tournaments. We had participants from four
European countries and from Japan, and we were happy to see each other after a long time. We spoke mainly in
Japanese, but there were moments when a few different languages were spoken at the same time. Sadly, there were
some international students who had forgotten their Japanese and were unable to participate in the conversation. We
hope to hold more exchanges like this in the future so that the international students
can practice their Japanese and won't lose their skills.

When the pandemic is over, we hope to continue these online exchanges, even as

we resume in-person programs.

“Online Homestaying” Can Be Feasible?

Kanako Imaeda, a sophomore of Shizuoka University of Art and Culture

As a collegian studying to be a Japanese language teacher, | was prepared to visit Vietnam last spring to make
friends with the people there, dreaming | would be able to see some of them when they come to Japan for business
in the future. But the Covid-19 situation thwarted me in my attempt. Instead, | tried another alternative: an “online
homestay” via LINE.

The new procedure gives you a four-day term where you could interact several times a day with the counterpart
you are systematically introduced to, exchanging information on each other’s cultures and lifestyles. My counterpart,
Yayi-chan, a second-year high school girl, was so excellent in Japanese that it felt as if | was Lining one of my old
friends.

| discovered a contrast between the scenes of the two countries’ daily life. When both of us viewed each other’s
phone screens, we could each see footage that showed a slice of our daily living. Mine was displaying three
motorbikes used by Yayi-chan, her mom and dad respectively as their daily transportation. Her screen, on the other
hand, was broadcasting a folksy scene of the kotatsu being set up on the living room floor of my house. (The scene
of the kotatsu, she said, reminded her of a Japanese drama that was broadcast in Vietnam which she had watched
before.)

In light of my experience of having traveled overseas several times so far to live with families
there, online homestaying was only a stopgap. But | have found this is a really reasonable way,
if not the best, to understand each other’s cultures up to a point. Although the procedure does
not send you abroad, it allows you to take time to contemplate how well your online interaction
should be processed after you have started it. Even when you are not on LINE, you could think
of whatever information you could share that would be useful for your counterpart and imagine
where you would get her to escort you around when you go there next time. I'd rather my true
dream come true.




Our Neighbor  {i?]

This time, Mr. James Hanna, who is a teacher at an English
conversation school in Ichinomiya City, is featured. | myself have been
taught by Mr. Hanna in the English conversation class at the Bisai-nanbu
Community Center for more than three years. In his classroom, we don't
use many textbooks, and he gives us many opportunities to speak, so I'm
really looking forward to attending his classes. He thinks that everyone in
the Ichinomiya classroom is really enthusiastic about learning English.
Even after classes, we continue to have English conversations while having

tea or lunch. He teaches English at high schools both inside and outside
the city, but he can speak Japanese, so the students can relax.

Mr. Hanna is from Sydney, Australia and is the fifth of eight siblings. His mother and siblings live
in Sydney. He met his wife when he was working as a bank clerk in Sydney, then came to Japan in
1990 and now lives with his family in Mizuho City, Gifu Prefecture. He has a wife, a son and a
daughter.

His hobby is rugby. He not only plays rugby but also judges and scouts for the team. It was really
lucky for him that the World Cup two years ago was held in Japan. At that time, he sometimes
seemed to ask another teacher to take over his class and went out to see a rugby game.

The good thing about Ichinomiya for him is that many coffee shops have a morning service,
which he is always looking forward to. One downside for him is that there are too many traffic lights
here. He doesn't like the fact that the traffic lights in Ichinomiya aren't fine-tuned and that the traffic
doesn't flow smoothly. | hope he drives safely.

His favorite food is eel bowl. Meat pie, although not a Japanese food, is also his favorite. For
him, most Japanese meals are fine except for natto. Mr. Hanna has lived in Japan for over 30 years,
and he seems to be almost Japanese.

—EhEEIZRBS Ichinomiya International Association

{¥PR : 491-8501 —=miAH] 2-5-6 ADDRESS : Honmachi 2-5-6, Ichinomiya City, Aichi
TEL : 0586-85-7076 FAX : 0586-73-9135 MAIL : kokusai@city.ichinomiya.lg.jp
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