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€3 Website to Learn Japanese Language 8
- - Connect and Enhance Your Life in Japanese ===

This website is for foreign nationals living in Japan to learn Japanese in order to communicate and be
able to use it in daily life. Learning contents can be chosen based on your Japanese level, the situation
that interests you, and keywords. Study and use Japanese to connect with society and broaden life’s
possibilities.

Of:a0
[z

https://tsunagarujp.bunka.go.jp/
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.QL Videos about elementary school life in Japan ... ...
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['Tell me about elementary school in Japan!] (Ministry of education)

Nice to meet you! Let’s be friends! |
This video introduces Japanese elementary school through the story of the main character, who is a boy
who came from overseas and is now going to elementary school in Japan.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-RM6TYVhoRw

[Tell me about elementary school in Japan! |
This video introduces school events, school rules and some |mportant things you should bring in an easy

to understand way using picture cards. %
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fX77C8bze4Y %
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g How to Get Coronavirus Vaccinations f"\ 2B
" " as an Ichinomiya Citizen ¥

We provide all residents from abroad with reliable information about Coronavirus
vaccinations, in easier Japanese. (We update the website as needed.)

To know, for instance, when and where you can get your third injection, please

If you have any concerns about the vaccination in general, please phone our Call
Center for advice: 0586-52-7755

(The Call Center is open during 8:30-17:15 every day, including weekends and
national holidays.)
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https://www.city.ichinomiya.aichi.jp/covid19/vaccine/1041829/index.html
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SUSTAINABLE
DEVELOPMENT

International Understanding Workshop G™:ALS
First-time SDGs ~We often hear it these days, but what are SDGs?~
Kamiyama Public Hall 11.3

The Ichinomiya City International Association held a workshop-style
course to learn about the “17 Sustainable Development Goals” which was
adopted by the United Nations in 2015 and which the world should
achieve by 2030. The course aims to promote the 17 SDGs by first having
the participants understand the 17 goals, and then through discussion,
find out what they can each do to help achieve the goals. 19 people of all
ages who were interested in the SDGs participated.

There were only 3 rules that the participants had to follow: << (1) Listen well to other people. (2) Do not
deny the opinions you hear. (3) Have fun participating. )

At first, the participants were divided into four groups and introduced themselves as an icebreaker,
expressing something they wanted to do. A relaxed atmosphere was created by saying “I want to keep a
dog”, “l want to remodel my house”, and “I want to play outside”.

Next, the groups chose one theme from the 17 goals of the SDGs and clarified the reason for their
choice. We talked about the bad things that could happen if we fail to reach our goals. Under the three
rules, we actively exchanged opinions for what individuals can do to achieve the goals. The 14th of the 17
goals, “Let's protect the abundance of the sea” which is familiar to the elementary school participants, was
popular and widely chosen.

For example,
% If you cannot achieve your goal: © Many fish die. © Fishermen are unemployed © Animals that
eat fish will disappear.

% What we can do to achieve our goal: © Clean the sea. Pick up trash © Clean the mountains © Use
an eco bag. © Separate our garbage.

In this way, by accumulating the opinions of the participants and
presenting them by group, each person was able to raise their interest in
the SDGs. The facilitator volunteer group "Fashi 138" did not talk a lot in
the discussions and just elicited the participants’ opinions.

:Et‘_ﬁ"i‘ 17 P P,

“KODOMO SHOKUDO” Children's Cafeteria &t
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Children's Cafeterias have been initiated by volunteers in Japan. They provide a safe and open atmosphere to
welcome neighborhood children. The food provided at the cafeterias is often free or low-priced so that all
children could enjoy the food. This movement is rapidly spreading in Japan in response to modern social
conditions. Children’s Cafeterias not only provide meals but also many other indispensable elements for the
healthy development of children. Many cafeterias provide learning support for those who need help with
schoolwork. They are also contributing to the development of local communities by increasing communication
opportunities.

Aichi prefectural office has created a "Children's Cafeteria Map of Aichi" (As of October 2021). Please contact
each cafeteria for more information before you visit. Open hours and dates, participation conditions may differ
depending on each cafeteria.

http://aichivc.jp/volunteer/ouenplaza/children_dining.html




Our Neighbor ﬁ.w

Have you watched Ichinomiya International Association’s YouTube video
“Friendship Festival Online” that is streaming from 21st Jan to 31st Mar? The
performers in this video, who are playing a duet on the violin and piano, are
Salvatore Piediscalzi, violinist from Sicily, Italy, whose nickname is Toto-san, and
his wife Miyu-san. Now | would like to introduce Toto-san.

Toto-san first met Miyu-san at a music school in Italy although they play different
instruments, violin and piano. They got married after about 5 years of a long-
distance relationship and have been living in Ichinomiya since 2014. At first, he
couldn’t speak Japanese at all because it was his first time living in Japan, but he

started studying Japanese very hard and now he can speak very fluently. The

couple has two adorable children, Mari-chan and Peppe-kun.

Toto-san who watched the TV program, Orchestra in Milan, every Sunday as a child started playing the violin
at age 6. After he graduated from Palermo Institute of Music in Sicily, he developed his violin skills at Cesena
Institute of Music in Emilia-Romagna district. After that, he trained himself in Germany for 3 years by studying
under two violinists from Berlin Philharmonic. Consequently, he worked internationally as a violin player in the
US, Florence and Napoli. He plays any kind of music such as pop, jazz and Italian canzone because he likes
all of them, although he only studied classical music.

Toto-san has many talents, so that in Japan he even worked as a model besides being a violinist and a violin
teacher because he always fashionably dressed in his favorite custom-made suits. Also, he played the role of
a violinist in the TV Taiga Drama “Seiten wo Tuke”, and played other roles in several dramas, too.

Furthermore, Toto-san renovated his second house, which is standing in an olive and grape wine field in
Sicily, where he spent summer time as a child, and started an accommodation business at the house for
Japanese people. This is an “agriturismo”, which is gaining popularity nowadays: a small-scale long-term
accommodation where you can have farming experiences such as making Italian food, making olive oil, making
wine, picking white truffles and so on as if you were living in Sicily. You can also enjoy concerts or opera every
night when the season comes to the two theaters in Sicily, Palermo Massimo Theater and Politeama Theater.
Although Toto-san had already started preparing to accept reservations, unfortunately reservations had to be
suspended due to COVID-19. However, he has just started preparing again with a target date set for October,
2022.

Toto-san also started another business importing and selling olive oil with DOP (Protected Denomination of
Origin of Italy) and IGP (Protected Geographical Indication of Italy) exclusively granted among olive oils, the
signature product of Italy. Although it is a bit pricey, he hopes that everyone in Japan can taste delicious olive
oil that is healthy and claims that once we have tasted it we won’t want to eat any other olive oil. This olive oil
that Toto-san is so proud of smells and tastes like raw olives that have been concentrated as is.

If you want to listen to Toto-san play the violin, you can listen to him at concerts in wine bars in Nagoya. Besides
that, you can also listen to him and his wife Miyu-san play three songs including the theme song of the Sicily
film “New Cinema Paradise” on the Ichinomiya International Association’s YouTube channel.

Toto-san wishes to work as the bridge between Sicily, Italy and Japan. Therefore, | look forward to him playing

more roles in diverse ways. | am rooting for him.



Hi Everyone! I’'m Alice,
the New Coordinator for International Relations (CIR) for Ichinomiya City.

Hi everyone! I'm Alice, the new Coordinator for International Relations (CIR) for Ichinomiya City.
I’'m from Auckland, New Zealand, but my parents were originally from China. | was born in
Whangarei in the north of New Zealand and my family moved to Auckland, New Zealand'’s largest
city, when | was 12. So, by now I've actually spent more of my life in Auckland than in Whangarei
where | was born.

When | was a child | often watched the video tapes my parents brought from China. Within
those was the Chinese dubbed versions of Japanese anime, for example Ranma 1/2. At the time,
| hadn’t realised that it was Japanese animation, and just simply thought that it was really fun to
watch. When | was around 10 years old my family went on a trip back to China where | bought
more DVDs of anime. But to my surprise, when | played back the video | couldn’t understand a
thing! Instead of being Chinese dubbed, the anime was the Chinese subtitled version and at the
time | couldn’t read Chinese. So, | thought, “well in that case I'll just have to learn Japanese so |
can understand it even without subtitles!” And since then I've studied Japanese for over 10 years,
all through intermediate, secondary school and university.

This is my fourth time coming to Japan. The first time was for a school trip in secondary school.
The second time was on a study exchange where | studied only Japanese for one year at Waseda
University. The third time was also a study exchange where | studied International Business for
half a year at Ritsumeikan University’s Osaka Ibaraki Campus (the courses were taught in
English). And this time, I've come to Aichi Prefecture for the first time as Ichinomiya’s CIR.

I’'m Ichinomiya City’s 6th CIR from New Zealand but | would
like to do my best to show everyone even more of New
Zealand’s best points, such as our diversity and innovation.

If you see me on the street, please feel free to call out to me
and say hi!
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